
NCDV Civil Protective Orders

Domestic Abuse 
Protection Order

Domestic Abuse Act 2021
• Protects from harm or threat of harm, 

threats, intimidation

• Can last 6 months to indefinitely

• Tailored to victim circumstances

• Can include exclusion zones

• Can include electronic tagging or 
attendance to drug & alcohol, perp 
programmes, etc.

• Perp has 3 days to report to local 
police station when served

• Obtainable via civil and criminal 
courts

• Breach penalty max 5 years 
imprisonment & or a fine

• Can include measures to remove 
perp from family home.

Non-Molestation Order

Family Law Act 1996
• Protects from harm or threat of 

harm, threats, intimidation

• Can last 6 months to indefinitely

• Tailored to victim circumstances

• Can include exclusion zones

• Can include children, schools, 
nurseries etc.

• Application to Family Court

• Family or civil proceedings

• Breach penalty max 5 years 
imprisonment & or a fine

Occupation Order

Family Law Act 1996
Determines occupancy of 
family/victim’s home.

Victim /Survivor can stay in 
the family home and perp 
removed.

Can be obtained even if 
victim has no legal right to 
home.

Prohibited Steps Order

Children Act 1989
Prohibits the taking or 
removing of a child from a 
parent’s care or making 
decisions such as removing a 
child from school, changing 
their name or taking them out 
of the country.
Parents, guardians or holders 
of a residence order can 
apply under S8 of the 
Children Act 1989.
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